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Jan Kunkel dwells on the messy 
interstice between libidinal and 
political economy. In doing so, Jan 
exhausts the knotting of drive, desire 
and loss within technical 
environments. Closely invested in 
questions around detachment and 
mourning, J. produces films, objects, 
paintings, and publications as anchors 
for the reenactment as yet 
unconscious infrastructures. Jan has 
co-initiated the art space PlusX (+X) in 
Berlin since 2018. J’s work how leisure 
always imitates labor was recently 
exhibited at Kunstverein München 

(2023, IN COMMUNION WITH ALIE O. AND VERA KARLSSON). 
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INDEX:

The Sleeper Cell  2023
installation & performance
WITH A SOUND PIECE BY ALIE O. 
FEATURING CONTRIBUTIONS BY ELISABETH BAUER, KANI LENT, 
JANICK DIETER SCHMUDLACH & STRING BABE

INCLUDING A 3-CHANNEL MOTION PICTURE STARRING VERA KARLSSON & 
VIVIENNE SUN

THE SLEEPER CELL TRAVERSES THRESHOLDS BETWEEN EMPLOYABLE
MANAGEMENT AND EMBEDDED MAINTENANCE. BUILDING UPON
SCULPTURAL INSTANCES, THE SUBSTITUTION OF “STUDIO” WITH “OFFICE” 
(AND VICE VERSA) ELICITS A UBIQUITOUS SOCIAL CONTRACT. 
AS AUDIENCES WITNESS RUPTURES WITH THE TERROR OF THE VOICE
WITHIN, PROCESSUAL TRACINGS OF PHANTOM PRESENCES UNRAVEL. 
IN GESTALT OF SHORT-CIRCUITED RECURSIVITY, A TENDER INTRUDER
EMBARKS TO CIRCULATE LEAKED FOOTAGE FROM WORK ENVIRONMENTS, 
SWAMP CONTENT, AND DEVILISH DISTRACTIONS. 
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