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Fire, everywhere
Leman Sevda Darıcıoğlu
Multidisciplinary installation with traces of video and live performances,  
text and sound installation
2023–2024
Berlin–Nuremberg

‘Fire, everywhere’ addresses the stigmatization and resilience of queer com-
munities from past to present. Referencing the HIV/AIDS crisis, the queer 
massacres during Nazi times, and the history of the queer movement in 
Turkey, the project delves into transnational queer trauma while seeking
empowerment and healing through resistance, community, and rituals. The 
works honor loss and hold space for grief while celebrating the complexity 
of queer resilience and resistance. While praising queer resistance, they also 
reflect on the toll of being forced into continuous struggle. While honoring 
queer resilience, they simultaneously unearth queer shame and guilt.

Fire, everywhere seeks empowerment and healing for those who have been 
the targets of persistent violence, exclusion, and stigmatization. It questions 
how stigma can be embraced and reappropriated to dismantle its power.

Breaking away from Western colonialist frameworks that privilege rationali-
ty over rituals, the project takes a step toward alternative art production mo-
des rooted in a Southwest Asian perspective. Drawing on Anatolian rituals, 
it bridges histories of queer movements and communities across geographies 
and time.

The first iteration of Fire, everywhere was exhibited at Baerenzwinger, 
Berlin, from May to August 2023, as part of Heartbeats, a duo show with 
Martin Toloku, curated by May Smoszna and Malte Pieper, funded by 
SAHA Association and supported by Baerenzwinger, Berlin. The live per-
formance took place at the LAF pavilion at the AdBK, Nuremberg, in July 
2023, followed by a performance at Baerenzwinger, Berlin, in August 2023. 
The final version of the work will be presented at RfGA, AdBK, Nuremberg, 
in July 2024.

The installation brings together traces of the live and video performances, 
the performance text, and the sound created throughout this period.

Fire, everywhere, Live performance for 8 
hours, Photo: Sophia Loekenhoff
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Ausstellungen
Leman showed their works at Door Foundation, Zaandam; Ornamenta24, 
Pforzheim; SANATORIUM, Istanbul; YKY, Istanbul; Bärenzwinger, Berlin; ICA, 
London; Oyoun, Berlin; Goethe Institute, Rome; SALT, Istanbul; Tropez, Berlin; 
STAMP Festival - altonale, Hamburg; Schwules Museum, Berlin; Kunsthalle 
St Annen, Lübeck; Galerie Wedding, Berlin; ZK/U, Berlin, Venice International 
Performance Art Week, Venice; Kunstraum, London; Badischer Kunstverein, 
Karlsruhe; 18. Asia Biennale Bangladesh, Dhaka; Warehouse9, Copenhagen and 
Jeonbuk Museum of Arts, Jeonju among others.

Leman was selected for the artist residency programmes in: Door Foundation, 
Amsterdam (2024); CAMP – Notes on Art education, as part of documenta-
fi fteen, Kassel 2023; Artist-In-Residence Scholarship Istanbul-Berlin, organi-
sed by nGbK, ZK/U and DEPO Istanbul (Berlin 2020); Venice International 
Performance Art Week, (2020, 2019 and 2017), Forum Dança, Lisbon (2018), 
Warehouse9, Copenhagen (2018).

DAAD Prize 2024 in AdBK Nuremberg by Deutscher Akademischer
Austauschdienst – DAAD; Selected for the Kunstkalender 2024 by LfA-För-
derbank Bayern, Project funding by SAHA Association 2023; Research Stipend 
by NEUSTART Kultur - Fonds DAKU 2022; Project funding by Federal Go-
vernment Commissioner for Culture and Media and SAHA Association 2021; 
Project funding by Kulturfunke Lübeck 2021; Research stipend by Berlin Senate 
of Culture and Europe 2021; Artist-In-Residence Scholarship by Berlin Senate 
of Culture and Europe 2020; Faruk Sade Grant by Siyah Beyaz Gallery 2019; 
STEP Travel Grant 2018; Several private grants from art collectors.

mail: lemandaricioglu@gmail.comMay the fire empower me, may the fire emp-
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Works in collections and archives 
“Fire, everywhere”, Kunstkalender 2024 by LfA-Förderbank Bayern, DE; “Angelus Altera”, two-
channel performance documentation video in monoco.io art collection, TR; “leaking time I – II”, 
Banu Çarmıklı collection, TR; “İBNE”, fabric work in Baha Toygar collection, TR; “White roses, 
pink glitter”, performance documentation video in Baha Toygar collection, TR; “The Visit”, video 
work in EUROPACH digital archive; “Complete Incomplete”, performance documentation video in 
Selman Bilal B3 Collection, TR; “Looking after a rose”, performance documentation video in the 
archives of Live Art Development Agency - LADA in London, UK; “Hello I’m Leman, a woman 
artist from Turkey”, two-channel video performance work in Jeonbuk Museum of Art public art 
collection, KR and in Banu Çarmıklı collection, TR; “philia”, video work in Agah Uğur and Saruhan 
Doğan collections in Istanbul, TR.

Featured in books and publications 
by Emergency Index VOL 10/+, Ugly Duckling, “Post/pandemic life: A new theory of fragility” 
(Original title in German: Post/pandemisches Leben: Eine neue Theorie der Fragilität) by Yener 
Bayramoğlu and María do Mar Castro Varela, Transcript publishing house; alongside magazines 
and journals such as the Texte zur Kunst, Q+ by Kaos GL, the Protodispatch by Protocinema, 
and the Argonotlar.

*1985 in Izmir, Turkey 

2022–2024  Live Art Forms – Performative Practices Master‘s Program, 
Prof. JP Raether




